
We are back!! 
Your committee met in 
person, socially distanced 
and unanimously agreed 
that we will start our 
orchestra again on:        

Monday 28th 
June 2021 at 
7pm at Roger’s 
House with a 
social evening. 
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Ashford Sinfonia 
Hot off the Press!!

NEWSLETTER NO:4 13 MAY 2021

Working 
towards 
our next 
concert. 

Looking 
forward to 
our 
Christmas 
concert we 
will be 
sending 
our 
charity 
money to 
MacMillan 
Cancer 
Care in 
memory of 
Nigel.  

More 
details of 
the 
Christmas 
concert to 
follow.

SOCIAL EVENING 
We are going to have a 

social evening at 
Roger’s house on 28th 

June 2021 at 7pm.

1
REHEARSALS 

Our Rehearsals will 
begin again on 5th July 

2021 at 7.30pm for 5 
weeks until 2nd August

2
NEW TERM 

Our new term will 
begin on 6th 

September 2021
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NEWSLETTER NO; 4 13 MAY 2021

I have to start this newsletter with the sad news that Nigel 
Weedon passed away having lost his battle with cancer.  
There is an obituary page which can be found on this link
https://www.funeralguide.co.uk/obituaries/88805? where you 
can add your memories, photographs and light a virtual candle 
for Nigel. 

Ashford Sinfonia has donated 
£100 to Macmillan Cancer Care 
in memory of Nigel and has sent 
a condolence card to Nigel’s 
partner Paula and his family. 

Roger has added some comments 
to the Ashford Sinfonia website 
too.  

R.I.P. Nigel, the orchestra will 
miss you.  

https://www.funeralguide.co.uk/obituaries/88805?


3

On the subject of wind instruments, please find 
some guidance below that may be useful to you 
when we come back to rehearsals in July. This 
has been agreed by your committee and we 
respectfully ask that you comply. 

All wind instruments expel moisture, some more than others. However, all that 
moisture will contain the covid19 virus if the player has the illness - knowingly or 
not. Because of this, the venue and other members of the orchestra need to know 
that wind players are taking precautions against spreading the disease. 
  
Ashford Sinfonia requires that all wind players shall take the following measures: 

1. Attending rehearsals with a cover for the bell of the instrument and a mat to 
catch drops coming from water keys etc. before they hit the floor. 
  
2. You will need a pad to protect the floor. It must have two layers, a waterproof 
layer and a layer to soak up the moisture. This can be a ‘Puppy Pad’ or an 
incontinence pad that can be purchased from a chemists, pet shop, or on the 
internet.  

Please make sure that they are large enough to cover your 'target dropping zone'.  

Price - around a fiver for a season's supply. NB they can be taken home and dried 
out for repeat use if you are short of pocket money:) 
  
3. Your instrument - Please take a look at the link below. It will take you to a 
website that supplies moisture guards for all band or orchestral instruments. The 
cover is a light cotton circle with elastic in the hem which stretches over the bell 
and catches all the main 'blasts', allowing wind to pass through but not the 
droplets.  

Price - from £3.00 - £8.00 plus £2.50 for shipping. 
  
link. https://www.moistureguard.co.uk/shop?page=2 
  
Note: Covers can be found on other sites so happy shopping!  
 

https://www.moistureguard.co.uk/shop?page=2
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In light of the Making Music survey results it has been decided that 
in order for members to feel confident and safe during our 
rehearsals, the orchestra will provide hand sanitiser at the door. 

We ask members to bring their own wipes to wipe down the 
chair that they use in order to minimise the risk by other people 
touching their chair. 

Members should only use their own music stands 

Music will be handed out by one person wearing gloves and not 
passed from person to person.  

The wind instruments will follow the guidance detailed on the 
page above.  

Any questions, please ask one of the committee members during 
our social evening on the 28th June and they will endeavour to 
answer them. If your question can’t wait until then please call 
Doreen. 

The toilets will be available but please wipe down taps etc. 

All this planning is subject, of course, to the Government giving the 
green light to the opening up of rehearsals and of course the 
church allowing us back in but here’s hoping!! 

Should anything change, we will of course let you all know as 
soon as we know. 
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Repertoire 

Gill is looking for some new music for us to play and the first few 
rehearsals will be just for fun, getting us back into the swing of playing 
together.  Please come and join us, just dip in and dip out.  We won’t be 
working towards our Christmas concert until the September term.   

New Players Wanted 

Do you know of anyone who has picked up a long-lost instrument during 
lockdown and started to play again?  If so, would they consider joining our 
lovely orchestra?  We are always looking for new players and this is a great 
time for people to start again.  I have made up a poster which I will be 
putting onto our local Parish Council noticeboard and if you would like one 
to put onto a noticeboard near you please get in touch and I will send one 
to you electronically so that you can print it out. 
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We have a website: ashfordsinfonia.com 

You can find us on: amateurorchestras.org.uk 

We are also on Facebook: Ashford Sinfonia 

Looking forward to getting back together again very soon.  As always 
please give me a ring with any questions regarding the orchestra and I’ll 
answer if I can, if not I will find out.  

Doreen  

Secretary - Ashford Sinfonia 

01233 632138 

http://ashfordsinfonia.com
http://amateurorchestras.org.uk
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